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warmth, good houses, food, clothing, etc. In some
ways the mistake of unfair distribution is the easier to
cure* But the Socialistic era, if it is properly to dis-
place the " disorganised " and " wasteful " capitalistic,
must also deal with the second error.

For it is, after all, an error. It is not necessary, say
the Socialists, that everybody should work much harder
than before* On the contrary, it will be quite possible
to work reasonable hours and yet to produce more, as
long as everybody works, as long as all workers work to the
best of their ability, as long as work is evenly apportioned
or rationed. If these three things are done, a vast
quantity more of the things really needed by men can be
made by men than have ever been made before; yet
no man need be overworked* This was the genuine
belief of the German Socialists when they began their
Revolution* Consequently, we find the heads of the new
Socialist Government from the very first day promising
the eight-hour day, a promise which became law*

** Work is the religion of Socialism/' said Ebert to the
Army returning from the front* Germany made of this
day, December nth, an opportunity for gathering up
the threads of the past and uniting them to the conception
of a purified future* Not in shame or in humiliation
was the army to be received, nor yet in that spirit of
cra^s and brutal pride which had ruined so great a nation;
but soberly and yet with a decent ceremonial, unosten-
tatiously and yet with flowers crowning the helmets of